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Rini  
Kusyuniati
Diploma in International Business (DIB), 2014

Meet Rini Kusyuniati, whose interest in travel and business led her to pursue and 
excel in the Diploma in International Business (DIB) at Singapore Polytechnic (SP).

Awaiting the start of her PhD this September at the ​​University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA),  
SP alumna Rini Kusyuniati is no stranger to exciting opportunities.  

As a student with dyslexia, she embraced 
her challenges by gaining experience 
in the working world. She attended a 
wide range of courses, developed her 
confidence and interpersonal skills 
through client-facing presentations, and 
got the opportunity to travel to Vietnam 
to learn more about Southeast Asian 
markets. With support from her lecturers, 
Rini is now pursuing a PhD in Philosophy.

Why International Business?
At the time she graduated from secondary 
school, DIB was still a new course. Having 
always wanted to pursue something 
in business with a focus on travel and 
international exposure, DIB felt like the 
right fit for Rini. 

DIB required Rini to take several modules, 
ranging from global topics of International 
Relations to business modules like 
Principles of Accounting, and even 
language classes in Spanish and French. 
When it came to preparing for client 
meetings, SP provided the much-needed 
exposure that students required to be 
well-versed in presenting. 

“Our final-year project where we got 
to create an entire business plan from 
scratch was the highlight of DIB. Getting  
to work on a year-long project with an 
actual client was an eye-opening and 
great experience! We did well and  
got to visit Vietnam to learn about  
different businesses in the Southeast 
Asian market.”.

In addition to her academically packed 
schedule, Rini took up extra co-curricular 
activities (CCAs) such as skateboarding 
and deejaying.

Lecturers that inspire
When asked about SP lecturers who 
supported her throughout her studies, 
Rini spoke fondly of Rajan and how his 
guidance helped her grow as a person.

“Since my first year in SP, Rajan knew I 
had dyslexia but he never gave me any 
special treatment because of it. He was 
just more aware of things that could help 
me improve such as introducing me to 
networking opportunities. As a student, 
that’s pretty huge. It was these types of 
little things that helped me grow as a 
person.”.

Rajan was also the lecturer Rini turned to 
when she found herself at a crossroads 
after graduation. After several internships 
in the corporate world, she realised she 
didn’t want a career where she had to 
look at numbers and charts everyday. 
Rajan encouraged her not to lock herself 
into any one industry when there were 
others out there for her to explore. His 
support gave her the inspiration and 
encouragement to pursue a different 
career pathway. 

SP taught the importance of 
confidence
Rini shared that her most important 
takeaway from SP was gaining 
confidence in writing, speaking and the 
way she communicates. DIB trained her 
on how to carry herself in the corporate 
world which gave her the confidence to 
network with working professionals. 

“Talking to people in the corporate 
environment gave me confidence 
when presenting. So, I know how to 

present myself, how to answer and 
how to conduct myself. I know what is 
expected of me, and it makes it easier 
to grasp things in the working world 
much quicker.”

Advice for SP graduates
While reminiscing about her time at SP 
when she was 17, Rini notes that her 
worldview has now changed completely. 
Compared to her current aspirations, 
her previous goals for career and self-
development were vastly different. She 
shared that the Singapore education 
system gives individuals the flexibility 
to change their goals and what they 
eventually want to do. Rather than being 
afraid of change, she encourages SP 
alumni to embrace it.

When asked why she made the leap 
to philosophy from business, she 
explains that it came down to passion. 
“When I was working in the corporate 
world, although I enjoyed it, I was not 
passionate about it. Thinking about 
having to sustain my energy for work 
in that environment for another ten 
years felt draining to me. However, 
after completing my degree at NTU in 
Philosophy, it saddened me to know 
that my journey with Philosophy had 
come to an end. I had a strong desire to 
continue philosophical discussions and 
that’s when I realised that my passion 
lies in doing Philosophy. So, I think that 
finding your passion, the thing that 
keeps you going is extremely important 
to becoming happy and successful on 
your terms.”

EMBRACING CHALLENGES  

WITH CONFIDENCE
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SP Alumna 
Joanne Wong is 
one of the record 
18 polytechnic 
graduates admitted 
to NUS medicine 
this year 
A record number of 18 polytechnic 
graduates were admitted to the 
National University of Singapore 
Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine 
this year. This is the highest number 
of polytechnic graduates admitted 
since 2007. One of the graduates 
who is SP Diploma in Nutrition, 
Health and Wellness alumna Joanne 
Wong said that her mom’s cancer 
diagnosis when she was eight 
years old impacted her greatly and 
spurred her to study to become 
a doctor. She added that her 
polytechnic education has prepared 
her well for a medical education, 
as she was able to gain in-depth 
knowledge during her diploma 
course. Her internship at Mt Alvernia 
Hospital was also an invaluable 
experience and allowed her to apply 
her knowledge in the working world.

Flexmech Engineering sends 
employees to engineering-
related training programmes from 
institutions such as SP
A four-member panel discussed how training employees is vital 
for a successful future at the workplace at a SkillsFuture Forum. 
Flexmech Engineering’s managing director Tan Ru-Ding, who was 
one of the panellists, said that he makes it a point to send his 
employees to courses every year. His company taps engineering-
related programmes from institutions such as SP.

SP Alumnus Florian 
Kuhan Ableitner 
awarded the 
prestigious SAF 
Merit Scholarship
SP alumnus Military Expert 4 
(Apprentice) Florian Kuhan Ableitner 
was awarded the SAF Merit 
Scholarship. Minister for Defence  
Ng Eng Hen mentioned at the award 
ceremony that defence scholars 
will need to pursue diverse fields 
to train their minds and aptitude. 
Florian echoed his sentiments, saying 
that diversity allows for people 
with different opinions to come 
together and for new ideas to form, 
especially those from the polytechnic 
background.
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Campus Updates Upcoming Events

Source: [The Straits Times, 17 Jul 2022]

Source: [The New Paper, 29 Jul 2022]

Source: [The Straits Times, pg. B4, 06 Jul 2022]

https://form.gov.sg/#!/62f99fe9e929780013db8a54
https://industry.sp.edu.sg/events/


LOCKDOWN

10% off the usual retail price.  

1 pass for 1 gameroom discount.

Terms and Conditions  
apply

PLAY V-ROOM

10% off the usual retail price.  

1 pass for 1 headset discount.

Terms and Conditions  
apply

THE KETTLE GOURMET

5% discount

when you quote “HAPPY5”.

Terms and Conditions  
apply

FLOWERS 
AND KISSES

10% discount when you 

quote “SPflower10”. 

Terms and Conditions 
apply

THE ESCAPE ARTIST

10% discount

for the entire bill.

Terms and Conditions  
applySINGAPORE 

POLYTECHNIC 
GRADUATES’ GUILD

10% discount for ala-carte 

menu at SPGG F&B outlets� 

(The Coffee Hub & The 

Restaurant).

Terms and Conditions 
apply

TUAN YUAN 
�PORK RIBS SOUP 

5% discount when  

you spend above $50  

before GST.

Terms and Conditions 
apply
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Alumni eCard Privileges SP Alliance & Network

https://industry.sp.edu.sg/span/merchants/
https://icrm.sp.edu.sg/alumni/
https://industry.sp.edu.sg/span/career-opportunities/
https://industry.sp.edu.sg/span/alumniecard/


Announcements

Upcoming Courses

Career Networking

https://t.me/spanalumni
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/spanalumni
https://www.facebook.com/SPANalumni
https://www.instagram.com/spanalumni/
https://www.sp.edu.sg/sp/student-services/osc-overview/student-support/education-career-guidance-/Job-advisory-opportunities
https://www.spgg.org.sg/facilities/gymnasium
https://www.sp.edu.sg/pace/courses/course-type/work-study-programmes

